262                      Syed Ahmed Khan.

Club with the Chief Justice,. Sir Charles Turner, who
is a great friend of his. They had only been a few
minutes inside when one of the members came up to
Sir Charles and told him, before Syed Mahmud, that
no native was allowed in the club. They left it
People at home will scarcely believe this; but it is a
fact, and the sooner we alter this behaviour of ours
the better for the stability of our rule in India.

Syed Ahmed and two of his friends being in Agra
last November, I asked them to dinner at the club,
they being the first Mohammedan gentlemen who have
ever dined there. After dinner, as we were sitting
smoking and chatting in the reading room, Syed Ahmed
turned to me and said, " Would that it were like this
all over India ! What a pleasant land it would then be
for us! " The time is coming. If all men weje like
Syed Ahmed, it would have come long ago.

On the 24th December, 1884, a cricket match was
played at Allygurh between the College and Station.
Lunch was held in a large tent, and a novel feature
was the joining of the college students in the station
tiffin. At one of the three tables Mrs. Aikman, wife
of my friend the Judge, entertained the College eleven,
herself sitting at one end, and Mr. Beck, the Principal
of the College, at the other. Syed Ahmed, in an
account of the match published in the " Allygurh Insti-*
tute Gazette," said, <( The students will not readily for-
get the courtesy and kindness shown them on this occa-
sion by an English lady."

After tiffin, Syed Ahmed, who was at another table,
rose and said : " I should not like to incur the dis-
pleasure of the cricketers by detaining them from their
game by a long speech. I will therefore put what I
have to say in a few words. On behalf of the College